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A R G UMENT, 


That the Method ** for obſtructing 
Dr. Rundle's Advancement to the See 
of G,, is Dangerous to His Ma- 
jeſtyꝰs Prerogative, our moſt Excellent 
Conſtitution, the Liberty of Lay-Sub- 
jects, and the Chriſtian Religion. 


meets, with, in the Preferment intend- 
ed him by the Intereſt and Recom- 
mendation of the higheſt Civil Miniſter in the 
Kingdoms of Greaz-Britain, has ſo much excit- 
ed the Attention and Curioſity of the Friends, 
as well as Enemies, to our happy Eſtabliſh+ 


T HE Oppoſition 2 Reverend Divine 


ment, that both ſeem to wait with Impatience, 
the Event of an Incident, ſo ſingular and un- 


common. Had it been a Diſpute of a perſo- 
nal Nature, or a Matter of Right and Power” 
only, between a L—d Cr, and a Right Re- 
verend Prelate, and not in its Conſequences ex- 
tended much farther, the Reader's Trouble and 


my own would have been prevented. 


That a Power only delegated and tempo» 
rary to a certain Biſhop, has been exerted by 
him, in many Inſtances, beyond the 3 dom 

B 


and 


( 2 
and Prudence, of any w/c and good Man, is 
too notorious to be denied, more particularly 
in the Caſe of Dr. Rundle; and who, by un- 
due Influences, has fomented an unprecedented 
Reſtraint on the Crown, from ſupplying the 
vacant See of G— 7, by Methods the leaſt eli- 
gible, and moſt ET 6h a Pious and Chriſ- 
tian Biſhop, a good and faithful Subject; ex- 
preſſive alſo of Principles the moſt malignant 
and dangerous, to the Prerogative of the 
Crown, and the Liberty of the Subjece. 
An Attempt then ſo bold and daring, makes 
it a concern of the utmoſt Moment and Im- 
portance, to every honeſt Briton, and true 
Proteſtant; to every Man of Merit and Good- 
neſs to all who are ſincerely attached, to the 
Welfare and Proſperity of our moſt Gracious 
Sovereign, and the Succeſſion of the Briti/ 
Crown, in his Royal Family; and therefore, 
as a faithful Subject to the beſt of Kings, as a 
fellow- Subject to an obedient People, as a 
Chriſtian, a Lover of Truth, Liberty, and 
Humanity, I thought it a Duty incumbent on 
ne; to Diſplay a little of this wiſe Man's Con- 
duct to the World, that all might have ſome, 
tho” but an imperfect Idea, of his n c 
Prineiples, and artful Practces. | 
And if it ſhall appear, that what this Right 
Reverend Prelate has openly acted, given in- 
to, or avowed, does manifeſtly tend to leſſen 
and diminiſh his Majeſty's juſt and legal Pre- 
rogative; is alſo Injurious to the Engliſh Con- 
ſtitution, and the Subject's Liberty, and equal- 
H inconſiſtent with the Character and . 
eſſential to a Chriſtian and Proteſtant Biſhop ; 
then it is to be hoped, that this N 12 
Man ow 


(3) 
ſhow themſelves true Engliſhmen, in marking 
the Man, who it ſeems hath ſo often marked 
others; and not be induced, by his artful Sug- 
geſtions, to believe whatever himſelf, or his 
Miſſionaries may invent and propagate, where- 
by to deceive the Unwary, to pleaſe the Diſ- 
affected, and irritate the ignorant Populace, to 
a mutinous Inclination ; ſhould not his or. o- 
ther Preferments take Place, according to the 
Marks and Characteriſtics which he has aſſumed 
to make and give of Men; the Diſpute not 
being ſo much between a Ld. C—r and a 
B—-p, as the Prerogative of the Crown, the 
Rights of Lay-Subjects, the Reputation and 


/ (T 
That the See of G r has been long va- 
cant, and much beyond the uſual time; that 
Dr. R ——e was recommended by the Ld. 
High C—r to that See, and would have 


been confecrated Bp. thereof, had not a cer- 


tain Pe obſtructed and prevented it, are, 
I apprehend, Facts fo true, as not to be diſputed, 
Had his Lord p any legal Objections, ſup- 
ported by proper Evidence, againſt the Re- 
verend Perſon's Promotion to a Biſhoprick; 
1t would have been but juſt and reaſonable in 
itfelt, decent, and reſpectful to his Sovereign, 
and very pleaſing and ſatisfactory to the Peq- 
ples to have made the ſame publick to the 
World ; this his Lord—p has not done, to 
the Surprize and Admiration of all, and yet 
_ exerts his Power to ſtop the Dr.*s Promotion. 
And is not an Attempt to obſtruct, oppoſe, 
and hinder his Majeſty's Preſentation to a 
Biſhoprick, without legal and juſt Reaſons of- 
tered, aſſuming a Supremacy inconſiſtent wa 
: B 2 8 ; tne 


. 

the Laws of England, and a Proteſtant Church, 
and a manifeſt Encroachment on the Preroga- 
tive of the Crown ? If ſuch is not an evident 
Inſtance thereof, I know not what can be? 
And if a 'B—p of the Church of England, 
will act ſo contrary to his Oath, as a Subject, 


and to his Obligations of Submiſſion to his 
Majeſty, the Supreme Head of the Church, as 


a Spiritual Officer therein, what a fatal Ten- 
dency muſt this have, to diſparage and debaſe 
his Majeſty's Prerogative in the Minds of the 
People, and to alienate their Affection and 
faithful "Allegiance from his Royal Perſon ? 
And for a B—p to uſe Meaſures that tend ei- 
ther to prevent or diſtreſs his Sovereign, in 
diſpoſing of Eccleſiaſtical | Preferments, is a 


Plain Indication, that the Supremacy of the 


"Church is his only Aim, the Zenith of his po- 
Titical Views; and that ſuch. are in Fact his 
Teal Principles, the Preface” to his Codex, will 
ever be a laſting Evidence, to prove the Truth 


thereof. 


© Will then Zngth Proteſtants be idle Spec- 


tators at this dangerous advance on Preroga- 
tive; this Romiſb aſſuming Power in Matters 
'Ecclefiaſtical ? An Attempt that his Metropo- 
titan, whoſe more immediate Right it is to 
judge of the Character and Qualifications of 
Biſhops, would be aſhamed to make, much 
leſs to inſiſt on, as knowing it unbecoming his 
Duty and Allegiance, tho' in Dignity ſupe- 
rior. And ſhall his Suffragan B- p meet 
with Encouragement and Countenance, in aſ- 
piring to a Prelatical Power over the Crown, 
that his Metropolitan would not pretend to ? 
I perſuade my ſelf the old Proteſtant Princi- 
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(5) 
le, of oppoſing the Exceſs of Eccleſiaſtical 
Phe is not quite exterminated this Prote- 


ant Kingdom; but that many remain, Who 
will exert cleAſtives in Favour of his Maje- 


ſty's legal, Juſt, and undoubted Prerogative 3 
and Diſcountenance, with the utmoſt Beteſta- 
tion and Abhorrence, every Attempt that any 
ambitious Eccleſiaſtic ſhall make, to uſurp 
over it: And to do ſo, will be worthy Pre- 
teſtants, Britons, all who adhere to Monarchy, 
Liberty, and the Rights of Mankind. 


And if this w/e Prelate hath thus actually 
reſiſted his Sovereign's juſt Prerogative, in 
preferring, one or more to the Mitre, who were 


agreeable to his Royal Will; and whoſe Will 


hath been ever directed with the greateſt Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Prudence (and there is no ſhadow of 


Reaſon to ſurmiſe the contrary at any time 
hereafter) is not this a moſt glaring Inftance, 


of an intended Deſign, to bring back the 


' Power of the Church into the Hands of Eccle- 
fiaſtics * And what then can*be a more daring 
Attack on our. Conſtitution, © as well as the 
King's Prerogative ? His L—p muſt alſo re- 


member the Oath he has ſo often taken, where- 


in the Supremacy of the Church is diſclaimed; 
and ought to be ſenſible, What an evil Influ- 


ence, any Action contrary thereto, will natu- 
rally have on the Minds of every one to the 


Prejudice of Religion. 


As to what concerns the Subjects Libbey, 


if it ſhould be true, that a Bp hath either 
affirmed, declared, or avowed, the Principle 
aſſerted by many, who are known Emiſſaries 


to his E—p, that it is * improper and un- 
„ fit for a Layman to recommend to a 


“ Biſhoprick, ” 


« Bifhoprick, or to intermeddle in ſuch 
Spiritual Affairs; is not ſuch a Procedure 
injurious to his Majeſty's Lay - Subjects, to the 
temporal Peers, as well as the great Offi- 
cers of the Crown, who ever ſince the Refor- 
mation have enjoyed that Right, and recom- 
mended Men, who adorned their Holy Profeſ- 
ſion, and were the greateſt Ornaments to the 
Church of England, it was ever bleſſed with? 
Innumerable are the many, that have been re- 
commended. by Temporal Lords, and Mini- 
ſters of State. Was not the preſent Primate 
of England preferred to his firft See by the In- 
tereſt of a Temporal Lord lately. deceaſed ; 
alſo the Bp. of N——4, and the Bp. elect of 
Ce, beſides many others. And muſt the 
ancient, reaſonable, Right and Privileges of 
temporal Peers, and great Officers of State 
be queſtioned, and attempted to be taken from 
Shall the firſt, who is to feel the Weight, 
and direful Effects, of this aſpiring Eccle- 
ſiaſtic's great Power, and ſpiritual. Indigna- 
tion, be no other than that Noble and Right 
Honourable Perſon, whom His Majeſty ex- 
aited to the higheſt Civil Office in the two 
Kingdoms, from a juſt Senſe of his perfect 
Knowledge of the Laws, and Practice of that 
Court wherein he preſides ; of his diſtinguiſh- 
ed Judgment, great Abilities, and ſuperior 
Merit; of his ſincere Affection, true Zeal, 
and hearty Attachment to his Royal Perſon 
and Family : At whoſe Advancement to that 
high and eminent Station, the whole Nation 
gave à concurrent Approbation, and unani- 
mouſly applauded His Majeſty's Wiſdom, 5 
me 


6 


the Election of ſo able a Miniſter, to that ſu- 


preme, weighty, and important Office; and 
who, ſince his Promotion to that Honour and 
Dignity, has executed the ſame, with the ut- 
moſt Fidelity to his Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 


the exacteſt Equity, the ſtricteſt Integrity, and 


moſt condeſcending Affability to the Subject; 
equal, if not exceeding, the Experience of any 
former time, and ſhall the crafty Deſigns of a 
Political Prelate ſucceed, to deteat this great 
Perſonage, of ſuch ſingular Worth and Eſti- 


mation, of a Right and Privilege, which o- 


thers of inferior Rank and Dignity have often 
exerciſed, and had allowed them? It is to be 


, hoped not; all, but thoſe who worſhip Baal, 


moſt heartily wiſh the contrary. - 
And the Caſe before us, tho' it needed not, 
has this Circumſtance of farther Aggravation, 


that the Divine, recommended by the Ld. High 
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C——r, to the See of G——r, was many 


Fears Domeſtic Chaplain to his Lordſhip's | 


own Father; a moſt Excellent, Pious, and 
Chriſtian Prelate, who frequently ſtood in the 
Gap to oppoſe Attempts leading to Eccleſiaſ- 
tical Tyranny, and whoſe memorable Speech 
on the Tryal of an ignorant, but imperious 
haughty Clergyman, will ever remain an eter- 


nal Monument of his love to Liberty, and de- 


teſtation of uſurped Spiritual Powers ; of his 
inviolable Attachment, and ſtrict Adherence 
to thoſe rational Principles which firſt effected 


the glorious Revolution; afterwards produced 


the Succeſſion of the Crown in the Proteſtant 
Houſe of Hanover, and were at laſt inſtru- 
mental to its taking Place, Principles! that 
TY | | | can 


(s.) 
can only perpetuate, and make laſting to us, 
the Enjoyment of that Heavenly Bleſſing, 
That then ſo Chriſtian and Pious a Pre- 
4 ſhould be ſuppoſed to retain in his Fa- 
mily an Arian, or Infidel, or Heretic, or Im- 
moral Man; what a Reflection is this on his 


prous Memory, as well as the Noble and 


ight Honourable Perſon his Son, who re- 


commends him ? 
As to the Reverend Divine, I never ſaw 
bim to my knowledge, nor have I the Ho- 


nour to be particularly known to the Great 


Man his Friend ; and the only Motives to my 
writing this, were, Love to Truth and Chari- 
ty, Liberty and Humanity. For as none 
is exempt from all Defects, or totally free of 
common Infirmities, ſo if any ſmall Fault, 
unguarded Expreſſion, or imprudent Action, 


mult be magnified, exaggerated, and animad- 


verted on, to the utmoſt extent that Malice 
and Envy will ſuggeſt; then is no Man living 
ſecure, from being render'd Odious and Infa- 
mous. 
If the Objections againſt Dr. Rundle's Pre- 
ferment, do not imply want of Learning, 
« want of good Temper, defect in Morals, or 
« in any one thing required to be a B—p ;— 
« and that he is a Man of Ingenuity, eaſy in 
« Converſation, a Man of no Guile, a lover 
« of Truth, a Friend to even all thoſe that 
<« are not of the ſame Sentiments with himſelf ; 
% a Man of Hoſpitality, generous, of good 
* natural Parts, and of good acquired ones. — 
« That he is an innocent, inoffenſive, good- 
<« natur'd Man, againſt whom no Vices, no 
6 Immoralities, no Infidelity, can be juſtly ob- 
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e jected. — That he is a Conformiſt to the 
Religion eſtabliſhed ; has ſubſcribed the Ar- 
« ticles of our Church, given his Aſſent and 
« Conſent to the Book of Common-Prayer, 
and ready to do all this again,” as is af- 
firmed by a late Author, in a Letter to a 
Member of Parliament, wherein the Reaſons a- 
gainſt the Dr.*s Promotion to the See of G - r 
are. conſidered, I ſay, if this is the Dr. 's juſt 
and true Character, it muſt ſhock every one, 
to think any Bp ſhould have been an Ene- 
my to this Man's Promotion: Or if the P e, 
who only or chiefly oppoſes him, had Rea- 
ſons ſufficient to urge againſt his being pro- 
moted, why has he not produced them to the 
World, with his Name thereto, as a Chriſtian 
B — p, by virtue of his Epiſcopal Office, 
. ought to have done? Or commenced a legal 
Proſecution againſt him, if his Crimes were 
ſuch as deſerved ſo much Notice as to incapa- 
citate him for a B—þp ? And if any material 
__ Objettions lay againſt him, which he could be 
legally convicted of, every good Man, as 
well as this Prelate, would equally ſhow a 
Diſlike to the Dr.*'s farther Advancement. 
Thus to have acted would have been a juſt, 
reaſonable, and chriſtian Proceeding ; and which 
the impartial Part of Mankind are inclin'd to 
believe, that his L p would have ſo wiſely 
done, had it been in his Power. They alſo 
think, his L— p would himſelf have publick- 
ly diſowned, that the remarkable Paſſage extract- 
ed from Bp. Burnet's Hiſtory, was ſent to the 
Preſs by his Order, Privity, or Knowledge, 
could he have denied it conſiſtent with Truth. 
Theſe things the diſcerning, and moſt judi- 
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* — Part of Mankind have long expected 


from his LI — p, and till it is complied with, 


they muſt and will think, the ejected Arrow 


has recoiled, and wounded the Markſman, in- 


ſtead of the innocent Perſon he had aimed at, 


and marked for Deſtruction. And ſhould his 


1. y ſtill decline to afford the Public Satis- 


faction, as to the Part he has acted in this At- 


fair, and ſever Truth from any Aſperſion, 


that has been unjuſtly caſt, all will believe he 


is more guilty of greater Crimes than the ac- 


cuſed Divine. 


And if the Reverend Dr. is guilty of no 


Crime, but is a Perſon of religious Princi- 
ples, of good Morals, Probity, and Integrity, 


has ſubſcribed the Articles of Religion, and is 
every way qualified tor the Office and Functi- 
on of a Bp. how inexcuſable muſt it be in any, 


either Perſonally, or by his Agents, to Aſ- 
: perſe, Defame, and Slander an innocent Per- 


ſon, in the manner Dr. Rundle has moſt wo- 


fully experienced. 


The Learned Dr. Barrow in his 4th and 
5th Diſcourſes on Evil Speaking, judiciouſly 
obſerves, That we ſhould never ſpeak III 
of any Man, without apparent juſt Cauſe. 


„That it muſt be juſt, clear and certain, noto- 


5 rious and palpable; for to ſpeak IIl upon 
« ſlender Conjectures, or doubtful Suſpicions, 
is full of Iniquity. — To impoſe odious 


„Names and Characters on any Perſon, 


* which he deſerveth not, or without ground 
of Truth, is to play the Devil; and Hell 
itſelf ſcarce will own a fouler Practice.” 
That as ** Words are ambiguous, and capa- 
“ble of different Senſes, -— one, that Candor 

* and 
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(11) 
and Charity will; another, that Diſingenui- 
ty and Spite may lay hold on: and in ſuch 
Caſe, to miſapprehend is a calumnious Pro- 
cedure, arguing malignant diſpoſition and 
miſchievous Deſign. Thus, when two Men 
did witneſs, that our Lord affirmed, he 
could demoliſh the Temple, and rear it again 
in three days, Matt. xxvi. 60. Altho' he 
did indeed ſpeak Yords to that Purpe/e, 
meaning them in a figurative Senſe, — yet 
they who crudely alledged them againſt him 
are called falſe Witneſſes. Thus alſo when 
ſome certified of St. Stephen, as having ſaid, 
that, Feſus of Nazareth jhould deſtroy that 


place, and change the cuſtoms that Moſes de- 
livered, Acts vi. 13, 14. altho* probably he 


did ſpeak Words near to that Purpoſe, yet 
are thoſe Men called falſe Witneſſes 
which Inftances plainly do ſhew, if we 
would avoid the guilt of Slander, how care- 
ful we ſhould be, to interpret fairly and 
and favourably, the Words and the Acti- 
ons of our Neighbour. 

Another ſort of Slander 1s, partial and 
lame Repreſentation of Mens Diſcourſe ; 
ſuppreſſing ſome part.of the Truth in them, 
or concealing ſome Circumſtances againſt 
them, which might ſerve to explain or 
extenuate them. — Thus, ſuppoſe a Man 
ſpeaketh a thing upon Suppe/ition, or with 
Exception, or in way of Oljection, or 
meerly tor Diſputation ſake, in order to the 


„ diſcuſſing and clearing of Truth; he that 


cc 


ſhould Report him aſſerting it abſolutely, 28 


cc es poſitively, and peremptorily, as his 
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own ſettled Judgment, would notoriouſly ca- 
& lumniate. | 
* Another Practice, worthily bearing the 
& guilt of Slander, is being aiding, and ac- 
5 ceſlary thereto, by anywiſe furthering, che- 
5 riſhing, abetting it. There are not only 
&« ſlanderous Throats, but ſlanderous Ears; — 
« were it not for ſuch free Entertainers, ſuch 
« Nouriſhers, ſuch Encouragers of them, Slan- 
&« ders, for want of Nouriſhment, ſoon would 
ce ſtarve. It is ſuch Friends and Patrons of them, 
« who are the Cauſes that they are ſo rife ; they 
« are thoſe who ſet ill natur'd, baſe, and deſign- 
ing People, upon deviſing, ſearching after, 
and picking up malicious and idle Stories; 
<< were it not for ſuch Cuſtomers, the Trade 
« of calumniating would fall. 
&« Poſidonius relateth of St. Auſtin, that he 
<« had written on his Table theſe two Verſes : 


a 


c 


.. amat dictis abſentum rodere vitam, | * 
Hanc menſam indignam noverit eſſe ſibi. 


« And if any there did uſe Detraction, he was 
„ offended, and minded them of thoſe Verſes, 
" threatning alſo to leave the Table, 209 with- 
draw to his Chamber. Po/id. cap. 22.” 

I hope the Reader, conſidering the 1 
ſtances of the preſent Caſe, and that the learn- 
ed Author had expreſſed himſelf ſo very ap- 

plicable thereto, will not be offended at the 
length of the Quotation; nor is it produced 
with any Deſign to give Information to his 
 L— p, how wicked, unchriſtian, and baſe, 
Slander and Calumny are m their own Na- 
ture; how contrary to the Goſpel of Chriſt; © 
and 
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and how much detefted by all good Men 
fince his L— p can himſelf, give as ample 
Inſtructions to others on the ſame Subject, and 
with as much, or greater ſtrength of Reaſon 
and Argument, whenever he p! 2 e But my 
Deſign thereby chiefly is, to remind others of 
their "Duty in a Point ſo neceſſary and efjential 
to a good Chriſtian, That every Man may be 
ſenſible, as the ſame learned Divine further ob- 
ſerves, <* how eaſily it may be his own Cale, 
«© how liable he is to be abuſed, ina way againſt 
« which there is no Guard or Defence.“ 
That Dr. Re does labour under an ill Fame, 
and has been greatly traduced and abuſed, not 
by Facts proved, or {upported Allegations ; but 
on general Surmiſes, and artful Inſinuations, 
oF think, is apparent and well known ; and I 
hope the dargercus nature of Slander and 
Calumny, has been ſufficiently ſhown from Dr. 
Barrow, In Caſe therefore the B — p ſhould 
have encouraged or abetted any to aſperſe Dr. 
N 2, in the Manner he has been; either 
by dictating, correcting, or approving, of 
any Writings tending that way; or has not ex- 
creiſed his Epiſcopal Power in preventing 
others from purſuing ſuch unchriſtian Practices, 
if known to him ; in either caſe, Mankind 
will think, and with good Realon, That ſuch 
Conduct is contrary to the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
and inconſiſtent with the Character and Office 
of a Chriſtian B | 
That it has been affirmed, and is generally 
believed, that the B p has oppos'd the Dr.“ 
Promotion, and yet has not given any Rea- 
ſons himſelf for ſuch Oppoſition, tic? the 
Dr. ſuffers in the Eſteem of many, is notork 
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ous to all. That a Man's good Name is a 
Prize of ineſtimable Value, oftentimes dearer 


than Life itſelf, is what every Individual thinks 
when it is his own Caſe ; and, as Dr. Barrow 


truly obſerves, *+ That to take it away, is an 
Injuſtice not to be corrected or cured. 
« Thefts may be reſtored, Wounds may be 


«« cured ; but there is no Reſtitution or Cure 
« of a loſt good Name: It is therefore an 
irreparable Injury.” 

Should then his L—p have had any Hand 
himſelf, or abetted and encouraged others, thus 
to abuſe and defame a Man in Generals, with- 
out the Proof of any one certain Fact alledged. 
And which has been not only detrimental 
to Dr. Rundlz in particular, but the noble 


Ld. his Friend, may in ſome degree poſ- 


fibly ſuffer, for recommending the Man whom 
the B—p has marked improper. Will not 
ſuch a Behaviour in his L—p tend to ve the 
Enemies of our Religion an Advantage? Will 


not the Deiſts and Infidels triumph to hear, 


thould it be true, that the L—d B- p, who 
writ ſeveral Tracts againſt them, has ſince 
more deviated from the Precepts of that Goſ- 
pel he judiciouſly defended, by an unexam- 
pled breach of Charity, than ay thing to be 
tound 1n their Lives and Actions ? 

Should his L—p have encouraged, or 
connived at any, to defame a Man inno- 
cent and virtuous, worthy and deſerving the 
Epiſcopal Dignity, in order to prevent his 
Advancement thereto ; Is not ſuch a Behavi- 
our ill in itſelf, and alſo dangerous in its 
Conſcquences? fince the beſt of Men may 
not be able to eſcape Slander and Calumny, 

when 
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when any Man may think it ſubſervient to his 
political Views. The Reverend Dr.'s noble 
Friend, knows much better than me, how to 
adviſe him to a legal Remedy, as well as to a 
proper Method, whereby to clear him of his 


- imputed Crimes, and that by the Teſtimony 


of more than /ix Biſhops. 

If then the Conduct of this %, Prelate, 
by oppoſing the Promotion of Dr. Rundle in 
the Manner it's ſaid he has done, has a natu- 
ral Tendency to leſſen and diminiſh the King's 


Prerogative, is alſo injurious to our Conſtitu- 


tion, and the Liberty of the Subjects, and e- 
qually inconſiſtent with the Character and Duty 


of a Chriſtian and B — p. I need not ſay in 
what light the World muſt behold the Man. 


And was Dr. R——e guilty of only one ſuch 
Crime, and in its Nature but one half fo 
Heinous ; ſo far from his having my Vote, to 
, that I would, was it in 
my Power, have him puniſhed according 
to his Deſerts. For it is only the religi- 
ous, good, and virtuous Man, that, with 
my good Will, ſhould ever be raiſed to that 
Honour and Dignity. And if' what I have 
repreſented is true, as I am perſuaded it is, 
and all muſt know it to be fo, who are the 
leaſt Converſant in publick Tranſactions ; 
then I hope none will diſlike the Manner of 
my Concluſion ; which, as a well Wiſher to 
my King and Country, the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, our Laws and Liberties, I knew not 


how to be diſpenſed from. 


My Thoughts then are, that if ever any 
B——p ſhould have fo much Weight, Power, 
and Influence, as to obſtruct His Majeſty's 

| Meaſures, 


Meaſures, in ſupplying, and filling up vacant 
Sees, and to bring all Preferments in the Church 
in his own Power and Ditpoſal ; it wilt at- 
ford a moſt melancholy Proſpect to all who 
are hearty Friends to the preſent Eſtabiiſh- 
ment; it will equally elate and give Advan- 
tage to its Enemies; and may prove of more 
fatal Conſequence, than I preſume to intimate. 


And ſhould that ever be the Caſe, who will 


then ſee one in ſo ſacred a Station, without 
melancholy Reflections, inward Grief, expret- 
five of Indignation, as well as Fear and Trem- 
bling. For Power Supreme in Eccleſiaſtical 
Affairs, may not ſtop ſuch a Man's impetu- 
ous Ambition; but he may proceed farther, 
and exert his Influence to the Deſtruction of 
ſuch Civil Officers as dare to be true Eugliſb- 
men, and oppole his aſpiring Views; under a 
Pretence ſuch Removals will be for the Inte- 
reſt of his Prince, and the Church's Safety 
and Preſervation. And, from a L— d High 
C x, to a Secretary of State, may it 
be expected none will eſcape the Fury of his 
Reſentment ? —_— 

Bat as we have a Prince on the Throne of 
great Penetration and clear Diſcernment, who 
has a juſt Concern for his own legal Preroga- 
tives, and cqually ' delights in his Subjects 
Happineſs ; let us not fear, but ſo Excellent 
a Prince, will ever Diſcountenance and bring 
to Shame, any impetuous Prelate, that ſhall 
hercafter, wich matchleſs Arrogance, attempt 

to ſnare a Power Regal; and as God's Vice- 
gerent on Earth, will ſay to any ſuch Man, as 
He himſelf has done, to the proud and boitte- 
rous 


a 
rous Waves of the Sea, Hitherto you ſhall go, 
and no farther. _ | WE 
Let then none of the Clergy or Laity que- 
ſtion, but that ſuch of them as will engage 
in the Maintenance of the juſt and undoubt- 
ed Prerogatives of the Crown, the true Pro- 
teſtant Religion, the Rights and Liberties of 
the Subject (the old Revolution-Principles) 
will ever find Countenance and Acceptance 
from that Prince, who enjoys, and did inhe- 
rit the Crown of Great Britain, from thoſe 
Principles only. LES ok ons ng 

For ſhould ever a Power Eccleſiaſtical, be- 
vond the Limits and Boundaries of the pre- 
ſent Laws, be connived at in any Prelate, 
that now is, or hereafter may be; then fare- 
wel the Prerogative of the Crown, the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, and the Liberties of Eng- 


1 


liſhmen. 
Hiſtory affords ſuch dreadful Inſtances of 


foreign and domeſtic Eccleſiaſtic Tyranny, 
that all need tremble under any Apprehenſi- 
ons of its Approach, And ſhould the Man, 
who aſſerts, that the Legiſlature, © by puttin 

* the Help which it deſigns for the Church 


6 into the hands of the Laity, does the Church 


4 a manifeſt Diſſervice: That wherever it 
puts the Work of even the Suppreſſion of 
* Vice into Temporal Hands, it puts it into 
* a Channel, where it is not ſo likely to ſuo- 
« ceed, as into Siritual Hands.” Who con- 
ceives that —— Temporal Penalties may be 
_ uſeful in Matters of Religion, and that © the 
* only way to make them truly beneficial ro 
* Religion, is, to provide them as a further 
* Terror 


( 18 ) 
& Terror and Puniſhment, to be called in as 
© oft as the Cenſures of the Church are diſo- 
* bey'd.”” And who is againſt © the Courts of 
„King's Bench and Common Pleas from hav- 


* ing power to grant Prohibitions to the Spi- 


* ritual Court I ſay, ſhould this humble 
Proteſtant B— p ever have power to put in 
execution his declared Purpoles, the Lord have 
Mercy upon us | x: 

But if he is a 0 Man, for his own Safety, 
and the Kingdom's Peace, and future Felici- 
ty, it might be more adviſeable for him, to 
deſiſt from all future aſpiring Views; and to 
act conſiſtent with his Oath, his public Cha- 
rater, and the Precepts of that Goſpel, whoſe 
Authority he has 1o well defended, 
It might not be amiſs, for his L d- . p to 
call to remembrance, that a Lord Chancellor 
was impeached for high Crimes and Miſde- 
meanors, on an Occaſion well known; and 
that a late Biſhop of Recheſter, who, from a 
certain Perſuaſion his Ambition could not 
be gratified, in being promoted to the See of 
Canterbury; forgot the Oath he had taken, 
his Epiſcopal Character, the Peace and Hap- 
pineſs of his Fellow- Subjects, and ſtuck at no- 
thing, no, not the vileſt and moſt deteſtable 
Methods, to accompliſn his Deſigns, of rai- 
ſing himielf to that high Dignity ; and that 


God debaſed the Man of Pride, by a Bill of 


Pains and Penalties, which prevented him 
from doing that miſchief, his Influence, Re- 
putation, and Power, might have otherwile 
p .; -- | | 

0 And 


* 3 


Cry) | 
And ſhould ever another Object, guilty of 
the like Crimes, or thoſe of a more aggrava- 
ted, and accumulated nature, be found, tuch 
may expect a ſuitable Puniſhment, and not to 
eſcape with Impunity: For its moſt certain, 
that an exorbitant, uſurped Eccleſiaſtical Pow- 
er, this King and Nation will never ſubmit to. 
And the B — p, who will ſacrifice a Clergy- 
man to his ambitious Views, affords a meJan- 
choly Proſpect, of what Laymen are to ex- 
pect, unleſs ſubſervient to all his Meafures, 
ſhould he ever have Power equal to his 


Will. a | | | 3 
It has een ſaid, an humble and ſelf-denying 


P. e has been offered D--- n, and Hu, 
and at different times refuſed each. How true 
the Fact may be, I know not; but ſhould 
it be done with a ſole View to reach the Top 
of all, his L-—p, will not be the firſt, that has 
caught at a Shadow, and miſſed the Subſtance. 
And if it may happen to be verified in his 
Caſe, then will the Many rejoice, and be ex- 
ceeding glad ; the Inhabitants of tbis Land will 
clap their hands, and ſhout for joy. | 

Since the Revolution, none but Perſons of the 
greateſt Temper, Humility, and Moderation, 
as well as Religion, Learning and Knowledge, 
have been cxalted to that high and Eminent 
Station; and it ought not to be inſinuated, that 


the Maxims of thole illuſtrious Princes, ſhould 


by their Royal Succeſſors be imitated in every 
other Inſtance, than in what concerns this 
great Preferment, of ſo much moment, both to 


Church and State. 
DB 2 „ 
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Let me remind all of the neceſſary Advice 


and Cautions given by the preſent good and 
pious Biſhop of London 1. The Laws of 


God and Man have. made the Prince, the 
Fountain of Power and Authority ; and in 
what Chanels it ſhall flow, or by whoſe 
Counſel and Aſſiſtance it ſhall be adminiſtred, 


is left to Royal Wiſdom and Diſcretion, 
within the Compaſs of the Laws, Nor is it 


only the Duty ot every Subject, to be ready 
with his Advice and Aſſiſtance, when he is 


called upon to give it; but it is his Duty alſo, 


not to murmur, repine, or be uneaſy to Go- 


vernment, if his Advice happen not to be 
askt, or not be taken; nay, to rejoyce heartily 
in the Welfare and Proſperity, of the Pub- 
lick, to what Hands and Heads ſoever it is 


owing. Which Branch of the Duty of a 


Chriſtian Subject, ſeems now a Days, to be 
forgotten by too many; who valuing their 


own Wiſdom above that of their Princ 

reckon it a juſt Occaſion of Diſguſt and Re- 
ſentment, if he employ not the very Perſons ; 
they would name, or think that the Publick 


can proſper in any other way, than that 


they would direct, — And therefore, when 


we obſerve the fame Perſon extolling or 
debaſing his Sovereign, according to the Smiles 


or Frowns of the Court; one while ſupport- 
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(ay 
F ing Prerogative, and then again ſinking it 
c at one time * © Studying to make the 
7 © Adminiſtration eaſy, at another time ob- 
ſtructing and perplexing it; we may be ſure, 
c £ ſich a man has not the true Spirit of the 
.% Church of England, which acts upon a higher 
4 and more noble Principle, than Humour or 
Intereſt, and needs not to be hribed or courted 
into Loyalty. f © That 'tis far from 
the Temper of the Eugliſi, and the Nature 
of our Conſtitution, to make Men ſuffer upon 
bare Preſumption: But at the fame time, the 
regard we owe to our ſelves, and our Conſti- 
tution, calls dee us, to be very watchful, 
when we are ſure there is an Enemy in our 
own Bowels. When we find ſuch a Spirit 
moving among us, it behoves-us to obſerve 
narrowly . which way it moves, and to what 
degrees; that it may be kept under ſuch 
* Reſtraints, as the ſafety of Church and State 
| ſhall require”. And if ever fo wiſe a Man's 
| Advice was neceſſary to be taken, it's hoped it 
vill not be neglected, in a point ſo eſſentially 
neceſſary; as to have a watchful Eye over 
ſuch, an Enemy in our own Bowels. As that 
Man muſt certainly be, who attempts an abſo- 
luute Power, in Matters Eccleſiaſtical. 
I) here is no Man living, more honors the 
| ſacred Orders of the Miniſtry, retained in the 
Church of England, nor is more tenacious of 
their juſt Rights, and Lawful Powers, than my 
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* Ibid. p. 17. + Ibid. p. 41, 


ſelf 
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ſelf But len we Hud a Spirit moving, that 
may endanger the King's Prerogative, and the 
Liberty of Lay- ſubjects, and the private Cha- 
racters of Men, it beboves all to obſerve nar- 
rowly which way it moves; and to keep it under 
Such reſtraints, as may be ſafe to Church and 


State. 


I proceed now to conlk der, hae: is advan- 
ced by a- certain Country- Clergyman, a- 
ainſt Dr. Rundle's Preferment, in a Pam- 
phlet, entitl'd, The Caſe of Dr. Rundle's Pro- 
motion to the Sos 0 of Gloceſter, &c. impaytially 
conſider d. And whoever peraſes it with Care 
and Attention, cannot avoid obſerving, with 
what attempted Art and Sophiſtry, but real 
Weakneſs and Inconſiſtency, the Author has 
executed that Performance ; a few Inſtances 
whereof it may be neceſſary to give. 
In Page 9. in anſwer to the Letter he re- 
mark d on, ſays he, I think, the main ſtreſs 
© of the Cauſe lies" „in, 0 that the Lord 
Ar can never give up Dr. R— : 
© that it is now his own Cauſe, much more 
* than the Drs.” Which the Author of that 
Letter had urged. But when it is © to ſerve 
another purpoſe, then it is repreſented thus: 
Jo ſpeak the truth; this Affair has made 
© ſo great a noiſe, that it is' no longer the 
© Canſe of the L---d C-—, or of the Biſhop 
of London, or of Dr. Rundie; but it is the 
© Cauſe of the Public; it is the Cauſe of 
* Chriſtianity,” p. 16. And, ſays he in the 
ſame Page, Let the Reaſonableneſs of this 


5 Oppoſition be try'd upon this fi ingle Point, 
; * which 
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c which alone can, or ought to determine it, 
whether Chriſtianity is likely to ſuffer 
© more by Dr. Rundle's being promoted to a 


* © Biſhoprick, than from his being denied that 


© high Station? And yet after all this, when 


he eomes to p. 17. then the Promotion of Dr. 


Runde to the See of Gloceſter is to be conſi- 


der'd © in the light of giving Offence to Num- 
bers of pious Chriſtians ; which is the only 
light in which it ought to be cenſider' d.“ 


Strange! that this Writer ſhould ſo far 


e forget himſelf,” as to be guilty of ſuch no- 
torious Contradictions, within the compaſs of 
eight Pages, and to make three different Conſi- 
derations of one fingle Point. What concerns 

the Lord C-—-r, wherein this Author ſays, 
the main ſtreſs of the Cauſe lies, I dare not 
preſume to make any Obſervations on that 


Head, not having any Authority for ſo doing. 


But, as to the Author's Aﬀertion, © that the 


Reaſonableneſs of the Oppoſition to Dr. 


(to ſuffer by his Promotion; 
vz. © the only Light in which it ought to 
| © be conſider'd, as it may give offence to well- 
© meaning pious People.' Theſe two, © the 


Rundes Preferment, ought to be try'd on 
© the ſingle Point of Chriftianity's being likely 


22 


and one other, 


one ſingle Point which ought to determine 


Zit; or © the only Light in which it ought 


© to be confidered,” I will beg leave to exa- 


mine; and doubt not to prove, that each 


Suggeſtion is inconcluſive, and not one, or 
both, a good or true Argument againſt the 


Doctor's being promoted to a Biſhoprick ; ſup- 


| Poſing his Character ſuch as the Author of 


the Caſe affirms, — "ns 


But I muſt, in juſtice to my ſelf, firſt point 
out a little more of this Author's Art and So- 
When he would vindicate a Reverend Pre- 
late from an Aſperſion he ſuppoſes to be caſt 
on him; then he ſeems perfectly ignorant of 
the Crimes the Dr. is accuſed of. Says he, 
„hate ver be the reafon, that the great 
© Churchman (as this Writer affects to call a 
Reverend Prelate) *©* oppoſes Dr. Randle's 
© being promoted to a Biſhoprick, it is plain, 
© ---- that the reaſon cannot be,” &c. p. 9g. But 
to ſerve another occaſion, he declares himſelf 
to be fully apprized of thoſe things laid to 
his charge, viz. of having ſpoken things 
© unbecoming a Preacher of the Goſpel, and 
* which may ſeem to argue an Irreverence 
for the holy Scriptures.” His Words are, 
—— © Bat Chriſtianity may ſuffer by the Do- 
* Ror's being promoted to that high Station, 
as it may give offence to Numbers of good 
Chriſtians, particularly thoſe under his care, 
who may be poſſeſſed, that he is guilty f 
thoſe things laid to his charge ; and conſe- 
quently, this muſt render him uncapable of 
doing the fame good in his Diocels , 
as another Perſon, againſt whom no fuch 
* Charge can be brought, of having {poken 
* things unbecoming a Preacher of the Goſpel. 
and which may ſeem to argue an Irreverence 
* for the holy Scriptures.” p. 17. ; 2 
Again, When he weuld not write with Pre- 
judice againſt Dr. Rund/e, but that Candor, 
Integrity, and a real Concern for the Dr.'s 
Misfortune, ſhould be ſuppoſed to __ — 
| 8 5 Bal 
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ſmall Influence on his Pen; then, he would 
have it believed, that © ir is far from him, to 
to juſtify thoſe who were the Informers a- 
« gainſt the Dr.“ that he thinks,“ nothing can 
« juſtify the part they have acted; not only 
as it is betraying of private Converſation, the 
relating an unguarded Expreſſion, the being 
the occaſion of ſuch an unhappy Contenti- 
on as this, and the preventing a very wor- 
thy Man from being made a Biſhop ; who; 
whatever unguarded Expreſſion, might fall 
from him in his younger Days, and in a free 
© Converſation,might probably be very far from 


being deſigned to expreſs any Irreverence 


; for the Scriptures ; and for which he believes 


R WW 


© all who know him, are ſatisfied he hag the 
© oreateſt' Eſteem and Reverence.” p. 14. 


„“ That he agrees, the whole of what has been 


* {aid by the Author of the Letter, of the 
Unrighteouſneſs of the Accuſation brought 
againſt the Dr. is true; and that it certainly 
is a great Cruelty to Dr. Randle; and what 
every other Man would think ſo, were it his 
own Cale.” „ a „ 

On the other hand,” if to juſtify a Reve. 
rend Prelate in his oppoſition to Dr. Randle ;- 
then this candid and: good-natur'd Clergyman 


can leſſen the Cruelty, Injury, and Jujuſtice, 
by himſelf ſuppoſed to be done to Dr. 


Rundle ;. and forget all he had before ſaid 


well of the Dr. and tell us, that  Chriſtia- 
[29 nity may ſuffer by the Dr.'s being promo- 
ted to that high Station, as it may give of- 


* fence to Numbers of. good Chriſtians, par- 


T ticularly. thoſe under his Care, who may 


* be poſfciſed that he is guilty of — having 
F 1 5 fſpo- 


1 Ceuncil; hard to comply with, even © to mate 
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© ſpoken things unbecoming a Preacher of the 
© Goſpel, and which may ſeem to argue an 
* Irreverence for the holy Scripptures, p. 16. 
or that otherwiſe, & the Reverend Prelate,who 


© is faid to make the greateſt oppoſition to 
© the Dr.'s Promotion, would readily give his 


© Confent to his being advanced to the See 


WAN of Gloceſter.” p. 14. EY | 
* | What an Exceſs of Rant and Cant is in all 
0% - this, and which makes up great part of His 
. | | Letter. In one place he aſſerts, that nothing 
| 9 8 can juſtify what ſome have acted in preventing 
lin a worthy Man (Dr. Rundle) from being made 
5 a Biſhop. In another, Chriſtianity may ſuf- 
10 fer, by his (Dr. Riaidle's) being promoted to 
Wit: that high Station © Strange ! that this Wri- 
70 ter ſhould ſo far forget himielf.” One would 
Ra "almoſt believe, that my Country-Clergyman, 


inſtead of publiſhing his Thoughts to the diſ- 
cerning World, imagined he was only preach- 
ing to a Country-Congregation, a Collection 
of „ trifling, but invidious Reaſons againſt 
Dr. Rundes Promotion.“ 
% Who the Author of this Caſe, &c. is, I 
ſnall not take upon me to conjecture; but this 
cant help obſerving,” that if the Author 
of the Letter (on whom he remarked) had 
artfully interwoven the Cauſe of Liberty in 
this Affair, I dare believe, that every impar- 
tial Perſon who reads his Pamphlet, muſt be 
-fenfible, that he has more artfully inſinua- 
red,” thar the Cauſe of Chriſtianity will ſuffer 
dy Dr. Rundle's Promotion; and with no 
-lefs ſmooth" Art, endeavoured to perſwade Dr. 
Rundle, to ſubmit to what he calls himſelf hard 
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it bis own requeſt, that the See of Gloceſter may 
be immediately filled up by ſome other Perſon. 
And this too, on the Suppoſition of the Dy.s 


knowing bis own Innocence.” | ——— 
The Country Clergyman's Words, as to the 
Dr's. Innocence are, addreſſed to the Pr. viz. 


& there is not one thing which the Author of the 
Letter has urged in your Defence, either 


with reſpect to your Character, or the Uncha- 
ritableneſs and Crucity oi the Charge brought 
againſt you, for what you ſaid in Converiati- 
on ſo many years ago, in which I do not 
heartly agree with him . p. 30. And in the 
ery next Page, ſays he, you (the Dr.) ©, will 
probably think this hard Council, hard to 
comply with, when you know your own In- 
nocence; and undoubtedly. ſo it is. But as 
no good Man will interpret this Conceſſion, 
as proceeding from the leaſt Conſciouſneſs of 
Guilt ; ſo you will raiſe to your ſelf a much 
greater Reputation, than if you had made all 
* oppoſition to fall before you”. 13 
For my own part, I cannot think any will 


believe, that the Reverend Divine, who gives 


this Advice to Dr. Rundle, would himſelf on 
a like Occaſion, put the ſame in Execution; 


tho* it might raiſe to himſelf a much 


A 


greater Reputation; as much greater as 
Chriſtian Forgiveneſs, excells all wordly Policy; 
as much greater as no. worldly Honors, or 
Advantages are worthy to be compared or 
to be put into the Ballance, with the Peace of 
the Church; but above all, the not giving 
offence.” Was it only, leſt ſuch Conceſſion 


might diſcover a Conſciouſneſs of Guilt ? 
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1 am certain however, that the Dr. himſelf 
ought not to conform thereto ; becauſe ſuch 
Conceſſion, © would be interpreted to procced 
© from Conſciouſneſs of Guilt.” It being what 
his Ad verſaries in fact already ſay. For one 
thus expreſſes himſelf; * If te Dr. refuſes to 
defend himſelf publickly, it will ſtill appear to 
the World, he is the Aggreſſor, and that all he 
has been charged with, is but too true ; and 
more eſpecially ſo, if what Iam told is fact, 
that the Dr. deſiſts from, and has dropt his 
Pretenſions to the Biſhoprick, and deſires 
not to be preferred. All thoſe things make 
it appear ſtill worſe, and ſerve rather to ag- 
gravate, than mitigate the Imputarions where- 
6 with he is charged.“ 

Now which Advice of his two Adverfaries 
ought the Dr. to be governed by, that which in 
its Conſequence will moſt tend, to acquit him 
of his ſuppoſed Guilt ? Or that, which will 

ſerve rather to aggravate, than mitigate the 
Imputations, wherewith he is charged *I dare 
believe none would be at a loſs, eſpecially, 


os * K 5 


| one of Dr. Rundle's good Senſe and Judgment. 


Before I proceed, to Examine my Author's 
two Objections to Dr. Rundle's Preferment ; 
1 mean the one ſingle Point, and the other only 
Light in which it ought to be conſidered ;1 cannot 
excuſe my ſelf, to omit one other Inſtance of 
this Author's Skill in the Art of Perſwafion, and 
Self-contradidtion. 


8 


* Some ſeaforable Remarks upon a Pamphlet 
Entitled, 7he OR "led red — Dr. Raudles Pro- 
, notion, & c. p · 5. 


Says 


29) 
Says he, I am perſwaded, that many 
1 of of the | Biſhops and Numbers of others, both 
\ © Clergyand Laity, have the ſame ſentiment of 
© Dr.Randle, as this Writer; they acknowledge 
him to be a ſober, temperate, good-natured 
Man; a Friend to the King and his Family, 
2 Friend to the Adminiſtration, an Enemy ro 
Popery, a Friend to the Proteſtant Religion, a 
good Chriſtian, a conſtant Church man, and 
da regular Conformiſt.” Now this Excellent 
Character of any other Perſon but Dr. Rundle, 
given by many Biſhops, and Numbers of others, 
both Clergy and Laity, would, I believe, infalli- 
| bly remove the Cenſure and Reflection of the 
moſt detracting Tongue. „ 
And could any Friend of the Dr's have 
ſaid more, © to excite Pity and Compaſſion 
* in ſome, and inflame the Paſſions of others, 
© that a Man of this Character is denied a 
Biſhopricx? For my own part, I cannot 
think it poſſible : But it ſeems, all this is only 
plauſibly urged : For, ſays this Author, (© they, 
the Biſhops) might be -juſtified in not 
* approving the Dr's Promotion; they might 
be concerned to ſee a Perſon promoted to that 
© high Station, at which Numbers of Perſons 
© might take Offence, and give the Enemies of 
* Chriſtianity roo much Occaſion to tri- 
EE hit; *; | | 
I have heard much of cutting Peoples Throats 
with a Feather. Certainly, if it was ever done, 
this Clergyman has attempted it to Dr. Rundle. 
But tho' this Clergyman admits that he 
is “an Advocate for thoſe Biſhops who op- 
_ © poſe the Dr.'s being promoted to the See 
a” Glocefter” ; p. 30. yet I cannot ſee any 
| © reaſon 


(30) 
© reaſon ſuch Biſhops have, to approve of the 
Method he has taken for that purpoſe, or to 
thank him for it. 1 
For muſt it not be an Aſperſion caſt on his 
favourite Prelate, any Biſhop, and every Per- 
ſon, who can takc offence, © that a ſober, 
© temperate, good-naturd Man; a Friend to 
© the King and his Family, a Friend to the 
© Adminiſtration, an Enemy to Popery, a 
© Friend to the Proteſtant Religion, a good 
© Chriſtian, a conſtant Churchman, and' a 
© regular Conformiſt,” ſhould be made a Bi- 
ſhop? The Man, whoſe Accuſation brought 

againſt him, is ànrixbteous, and a piece of 
great Crueltiy ? It might with great reaſon 
have given. offence to any - Bifhop, and a good 
Perſon, had the Doctor's Character been the 
reverſe of all this. But ſurely, it muſt be a 
ſevere Reflection on every Biſhop, and good 
Chriſtian, that can take offence at the Pre- 
ferment of one, who has, and deſerves the 
Character which this Author gives of Dr. 
Rundle. And here it may not be amifs to 
collect and give the Reader at one View, this 
Clergyman's Sentiments of Dr. Rundle's Caie 
and Character, as are to be found in his 
r bl 
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His Words are, Far be it from me to juſti- 
fy thoſe, who were the Informers againſt the 
* Dr. I think, nothing can juſtify the part 
they have acted ; not only as it is betraying 
private Converſation, the relating an un- 
guarded Expreſſion, the being the occaſion 
of ſuch an unhappy Contention as this, and 
the preventing a very worthy Man from being 
made a Biſhop ; who, whatever 3 
: ; 8 | Ex- 
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= 6 Expreſſion might fall from him in his young- 
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er Days, and in a free Converſation, might 
probably be very far from being deſigned to 
expreſs any Irreverence for the Scriptures ; 
and for which, I believe, he has now the 
greateft Reverence and Eſteem.” p. 14. 

That Dr. Randle has every Qualification, 
which the Author of the Letter beſtows on 
him, I verily believe he has; That it is ve- 
ry cruel and uncharitable to accuſe him, for 
what paſſed in Converſation fifteen or ſixteen 
Years ago; that unleſs the Words had been 
taken down in Writing at that time, it is 
highly improbable, that any Man can charge 


a A A 


his Memory with them; that the Tone of 


the Voice, the Motion of the Hand, the 
Geſture of the Body, or many other Cir- 
ſtances might determine Words in quite an- 
other ſenſe, than what they may appear to 


.* thoſe who were not preſent at the Conver- 


{ation ; that the moſt prudenr Clergyman 
may indiſcreetly, in a thoughtleſs Mood, 
have ſaid ſomething, which he would very 
unwillingly ; and it would be very cruel and 
unchriſtian, to have made the Teſt of his 
Abilities, his Morals, or Beliefs.“ p. 21, 


“That there is not one thing, which 
the Author of the Letter has urged in his 


Defence, either with reſpect to his Chara- 
| © ter, or the Uncharitableneſs and Cruelty 


Jof the Charge brought againſt him, for what 


* be ſaid in Converſation ſo many Years ago, 
* in which I do not heartily agree with him.” 


Again, 


(ye) 
Again, I am perſwaded, that many of the 
* Biſhops, and Numbers of others, both Clergy 
and Laity, have the /ame Sentiments of Dr. 
Rundle as this Writer (Dr. Randle's Friend.) 
They acknowledge him to be a ſober, tem- 
perate, good-natur'd Man; a Friend to the 
King and' his Family, a Friend to the Ad- 
miniſtration,” an Enemy to Popery, a Friend 
to the Proteſtant Religion, a good Chriſtian, 7 
a conſtant Churchman, and a regular Con- 
formiſt —— They readily acknowledge al! 
© this,” p. 20. And he alfo agrees with the 
| Letter-writer (Dr. Randle's Friend) © that 
© what he has ſaid of the Unrighteouſneſs of 
the Accuſation brought againſt the Dr. is 
C true:” p. 17. „ fia 2e E 24, = 
This is the Caſe of Dr. Rundle, and his 
Character, ſtated and given by his Adverſa- 
ries. This is the Man who has been ſo baſely 
aſperſed, fo vilely calumniated; in order to 
obſtruct his Advancement to a Biſhoprick. 
The very Perſon, whom the © Reverend 
© Prelate, who is ſaid to make the greateſt 
© Oppoſition to his Preferment” at ſome times 
© thinks ſo deſerving, © as that he would rea- 
* dily give his Conſent to his being advanced 
© to the See of Gloceſter, were it not for the 
© great Offence it might give to well-meaning 
© pious e p- 14, 15. What an Age 
then do we live in, for any to be offended at 
ſuch a good Man's being made a Biſnop'ꝰ 
The Cruelty and Injuſtice done the Dr. 
will better appear, by a few Remarks on the 
recited Paſſages, and my Anſwer to the Cler- 
gyman's Objections againſt the Dr.'s Promoti- 
on ; the one, of Chriſtianity's being likely * 
| | ſuffer 
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(G33) 
ſuffer by the Dr.'s Promotion ; the other, of 
giving offence to pious, well-meaning - Chriſti. 


Ik, according to this Author; © nothing can 


* juſtify thoſe who informed againſt the Dr: 
in betraying private Convef ſation, and re- 
lating an unguarded Expreſſion, that might 
fall from him in his younger Days, in a free 
Converſation, and which might probably be 
far from being deſigned to expreſs an Irreve- 
rence fot the Scriptures; for which this Au- 
thor believes the Dr. to have now the greateſt 
© Eſteem and Reverence.” why then, ſhould 
the ſame worthy Man be prevented from being 
made a Biſhop © Or his Promotion thereto, 
« occaſion Chriſtianity to ſuffer; or wells 
meaning pious Chriſtians to be offended” ? Since 
it's more than probable, that no Man yet evet 
advanced to that high Station, but what has 
let fall an unguarded Expreſſion in his 


A 6 nn Ka 


: yang gs without ever expecting it to be 


etrayed; or in his more mature Years, to have 
it made an Objection to his Preferment. 

If Dr. Rundle © has every Qualification, 
which the Author of the Cafe, verily believes 
he has; and that it is very cruel and uncha- 
ritable to accuſe him, for what paſſed in 
Converſation fifteen or ſixteen Years ago; 
That unleſs the Words had been taken down 
in writing at that time, tis highly improba- 

* ble, that any Man can charge his Memo 
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© with them“; why then, ſhould a Man o 


well qualified, ſuffer under a cruel] and un- 
Charitable Accuſation, and meet with Obſtructi- 
on in his Preferment ; ſince * the moſt pru- 
* dent Clergyman may indiſcreetly; in a 
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od; have ſaid ſomething, which 
© he would very unwillingly ; and it would be 
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H erueli and unchriſtiang tc have made the Teſt, 
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ef cis Abilities, his Morals, or Belief 2 
or bew can the. Promotion of a Perſon to a 
Biſſioprick, ſo:Wel/gqali/ird; give the leaſt room 
da Hupect, thar Chriſtjanity, will ſuffer, there - 
£ by/2::or, that any well: meaning, pious Chriſti- 
anzzqubpht. in reg ſon to beoffeuded th ear, 77 x. 
Hf, may of; the Biſhops and Numbers of 
*) orfers,-:.bathe Cyergy: and Laith, ackuows 
biene Dr. Rundle, to be a ſober, temperate, 
£ 800d natured Man; a Friend to theKing and 
Dis Familys a Friend to e r 
Anemy to:Popery,; and 4 Friend to the Fro- 
Steſtafit Religion; a good Ahriſtian, a conſtant 
„Churchman, and a regular Conformiſt , can 
it offend an; Biſhop or other, Perſon of the 
ſame a Dr. Rundle, to 
have one of ſuch ſingular, uncommon, and 
maſt excellent Acco mpliſhments, - advanced to 
the high. Station of a Biſhop ? Or can Chriſti- 
anity fuſſer by the Promotion of a Perſon ſo 
trulß Valuable? Ic, impoſſible for /uch as 
fuſtly-: deſerve the Character given Dr Rundle 
hy this Author, to believe the one or o- 
enn e ain ae 

But tho! to every Impartial Perſon, it muſt 
alrcady. evidently appear, that neith r. Chriſti- 
14 could any vay ſuffer by Dr. Rundles 
Preferment to a Biſhoprick,, no more than any 


good Chriſtian ought, thereby to be offended 5 
Jet I will, as promiſed, conſider more par- 


ticularly each of thoſe Points. 


The 
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The Author whom I am anſwering , 
admits Dr: Rundle innocent of evey Charge 
with which his Adverſaries accuſe him; 


and pretends to oppoſe his Preferment, on- 
hy, as 'Chriſtianity may fufter, or good Chri- 


jans be offended. But can an innoce t Mari's 


being accuſed; occaſion Chriſtianity to ſuffer, 
or giye offence to good Chriſtians? 1 believe, 
none will ſay it, leſt it might reflect on our 
bleſſed Saviour himſelf, who was accuſed of 
many notorious Crimes, tho his Life was 
perfectly holy and ſinleis. How then is it 
poſſible to conceive, that the Preferment of 
an innocent good Man, ſuffering under an 
"unjuſt Accuſation, can oceaſion the Enemies 
of Religion to triumph, Chriſtianity thereby 
to ſuffer, or pious good Chriſtians to be offend- 
ed: | | | 


As to Chriſtianity, 1 ſhould beg Jeave 


to ask any ſerious good Chriſtian, by which 
method it is moſt likely to ſuffer, and 


for the Enemies thereof to have Occaſion to 


triumph? Either for a Tale-bearer, a baſe 


Man, and a Betrayer of private Converſation, 


to be encouraged to aiperte, defame, and 


egregiouſly injure a Perſon, ſo deſerving as 
Dr. Runde, is acknowledged 'to be, even by 


one who writes againſt him? Or that the Pr. 
l Innocent of the Crimes with which he is 
charged, ſhould be preferred; to a Biſhoprick ? 


Whereby a public Teſtimony may be given, ot 
the Baſeneſs of his Accuſation, and the Crxe/ty 
of his ſuffering ſuch Injury and Tijuſtice. I am 
certain the Queſtion, is eaſily folved. For how 


can Chiriſtianiry ſuffer, by having © a good 
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Chriftian, a ſober, temperate Man, advanced 


in the Chriſtian Church? Eſpecially as ſuch 


an Advancement, will have no ſmall tendency 
to wipe off, an aurigbteous Accuſation againſt 
him, and diſcourage others from the like baſe, 
and villainous Attempt. To me it ſeems an 
Inſtance of Chriſtianity to diſcountenance a 


wicked calumnious Man, and that Chriſtianity 


will certainly ſuffer in the Eſteem of Deiſts 
and Infidels as well as Chriſtians, if an innocent 


Man, is marked for puniſhment, becauſe 
he has the misfortune to lye under the Cen- 


ſure of a ſlanderous Tongue. And was it to 
be thought otherwiſe, hard would be the 


Fate of many real, pious, and good Chriſti- | 


ans. 


Indeed, to advance a Perſon to a Biſhop- 
rick, guilty of any Crimes inconfiſtent with 


that holy and ſacred Character, would, no 
doubt, give offence to Numbers of good 
"Chriſtians, and might in ſome meaſure do an 
2 to Chriſtianity. But the Reverſe there- 
of cannot be alſo true. I mean, that the 
preferring a good. Chriſtian, a ſober, temperate 


Man, one innocent of what he has the misfor- 
tune to be accuſed of, can either hurt Chriſt- 

anity, or offend good Chriſtians ; becauſe then 
Contraries would agree, and things muſt 
change their nature ; as the Preferment of 
one unjuſtly ſlandered and accuſed, would give 
the ſame, and no leſs Offence to Chriſtianity, 


and good Chriſtians, than one preferred who 


was the Reverſe of that Character. 


The 


* 
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The Reader will remember, this Author 


ka ays, the Streſs of the Argument againſt the 


r. s Preferment, on the ſuppoſition of his In- 
nocence labouring under ill Fame, on account 
of the detriment it may do notwithſtanding to 


| Chriſtianity, and be a means of offending 


many good Chriſtians, ſhould he (tho' inno- 
cent of ſuch Accuſation) be preferred to a 


: Biſhoprick. | 


Thus have 1 conſidered this ſingle Point, on 
which the Reaſonableneſs of Dr. Rundle's Pre- 
ferment ought to be try'd, as this Author 


thinks, viz. That of Chriſtianity s being likely to 
ſuffer by his Promotion. And, I hope, the 


Reader will be convinced, I have fully de- 
monſtrated, that the truth is very contrary to 
what he has aſſerted. 

I now haſten to examine © the only Light 


in which it ought to be conſidered; which is, 


that of giving offence to well-meaning Peo- 
ple.“ 


Permit me then to enquire of any ſerious, 
underſtanding, good Chriſtian, who is well- 
affected to our happy Eſtabliſhment, if he can 
be offended at the Promotion of a Perſon to 
a Biſhoprick, who is a © ſober, temperate, 
prod-nrur' Man, a Friend to the King and 

is Family, a Friend to the Adminiſtration, 
an Enemy to Popery, a Friend to the Prote- 
tant Religion, a good Chriſtian, a conſtant 
Churchman, and a regular Conformiſt,” and 


and who is declared by this Author to be 


thought innocent of what ſlanderous Tongues 
have accuſed him of. It none will fay it,as Idare 
believe, 


(38) 
believe, none can; then the Objection againſt 
the Dr. 's Preferment, as to e, offence to 
good Chriſtians, the only I. ight in which! it 
ougnht to be confidered, is fully determined in 


his Favour. 
Nay, this Country- Clergyman does himſelf 


much queſtion, whether ,* the. Proof of thoſe 
© things, laid to the charge o of Dr. Rundle, are 


© fo clear and ſtrong, as to Convince Men of bs 
© true Judgment.” p. 14. Can then his Pro-: 


motion offend the Judicious a and Diſcerning, or 


Men of true Judgment?” Irs moſt cer- 


tain, ſuch can never be 9 ed. And ſhoy| d 
his Promotion give offenge to weak. 


muſt then/MWeaknels, Hap elt ment, b 0 


' Standard. to judge, and govern things CE | 
ed 


Muſt an innocent Man, 00 Who is Ee 
by Men of true Judgment, from a ſcanda lous 


Aſperſion, for ever ſu . in his Reputation * ; 
and Character, leſt ignorant, but © well- ö 4 


meaning pious Chriſtians, ſhould be offended, 
only for that, and no other reaſon ? Sad and 
deplorable then would. be the Caſe of moſt 


Men. 

In truth, as no 2 Chriſtian can be offend- 
ed at the Promotion of ſo good a Man to a 
Biſhoprick, as this Author admits Dr. Rundle 
to be; ſo it would be an Inſtance of great In- 
jury and Injuſtice to Pr. F 4 was his 
Preferment, which would tend fart 


clear and eſtabliſh his Innocence, as. 10 what 
he has been baſely accuſed; to be longer poſt⸗ 
poned, only to pleaſe ſuch. People, who have 
no — 10 be offenges ed. . 


13 


her to | 


and gn O- þ 1 
rant, but well m meaning pious il up 2 1 


as not to offer 


LET'S 


bs b it; a Chrriſtian Princip to do 5 certain 
Hi, that fome' fupp og God wy enfue ? 

have an innocent Perlon punifhed, only — 
oblig c e well tEtning People, who, without any 


Truth or Reaſon; wilf be offended at a — 


Man's s being advanced to a 'Biſhoprick ? But 
why — 185 Fi Tome care be alſo taken, not 
to jr ffend thoſe. * many Biſhops,” and Num- 
bers of others, "Bbth: Clergy and LAity, WhO 
have the fame Sentimten 's of Dr. Rundle, as 
his Friend lt, eilt in his Favotr * as well 
Mie well meaning Chri- 

ſtians? Tb. Ee "jr, ſeems moſt reaſonable, if 
bot h canfior be a. that © welkmeaning 
Chit ſans ſhould He offended, rather than 
vaty Bithöbs, Nümbers of the Clergy and 


Laith, Mb Meh of true Judgment: If Truth 


and Reaſon bear 1 1 it cannot be thought 
otherwile. "And in fact this *Pbint' Has been 


7 often fo determined. Permit me to give” an 


liſtände GWS. %% en DOG et 
Did not that "Bel He Tight of the Refortia- 
tion, that Gloridts Ornament of the Church of 


- Eiglaiid, Arch - Biſhop T;Uorſoh' ſuffer under 


many ' imputed, Crimes, by defaming, baſe, 


And derratting, Tongues ? Was he not charged 


with Socinianiſm, giving the Sakrament of The 
Lord's Supper, tc thofe who: would receive it 
in ne. other Poſture, than Sitting"; nay,” of being 
10 Chriſtian for walir of Baßtün g But did 
ay _ Papiſts and Jacobites believe the 
Report of Ather to be true? Or, did thoſe 


glorious and immortal Princes, King William, 


and Queen Mary, regard the Süggeltion, that 
it might give offenck to well meuning pious 


Chrſtitans, to prefer Him in the Church, when 
* 


they raiſed him even from a, Dean, to the 
Archiepiſcopal See of Canterbury? And yet 
that very Objection, was made and urged. 


by himſelf, to their Majeſties ; and (no doubt, 
by his Enemies. alſo) as Biſhop Burnet in his 
Funeral Sermon, informs us. His Words are, 
© That which went the deepeſt in his own 
Mind. and which he laid out the moſt 
. earneſtly before their Majeſties was, that 
' thoſe groundleſs Prejudices with which his 
Enemies had loaded him, had been ſo in- 
duſtriouſly propagated, while they were neg- 
lected by himſelf, that he, who (as his 
Humility made him think) could at no time | 

do any great ſervice, was leſs capable of it 
now, than ever. But their Majeſties perſiſted 
in their Intentions, and fo he fübmit- 


« 


a #n 
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* 


by - 


© ted”. 
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Did not an Eminent Prelate, a very great 
Man, while a Dean, experience the evil ng ts, 
of envious and malicious Tongues only for his 
Zeal, and fincere Attachment to the preſent 
Royal, Family , in oppoſition to thoſe who 
were its implacable Enemies? And was not a 
Story moſt wickedly invented, and artfully 
propagated, in order to repreſent him in the 
moſt odious, and invidious Light? And yet 
that Wiſe and Judicious Prince, our late moſt 
Gracious Sovereign, never heſitated to prefer 
him to a Biſhoprick, and afterwards to an 
Archiepiſcopal See, tho' it's certain, many 
were, but without Reaſon, offended there- 
"= 

The ſame Inſtance may be given in a great 
Man, when Biſhop of Bangor; at whoſe Pro- 
motion Numbers of Perſons took offence 4 

| an 


3 


es 


5 


and yet ĩt was eſteemed a very willing Obje- 
Gion, in the Opinion of the late King, as 


well as his preſent Moſt Excellent Majeſty, | 
who has given public Teſtimony, hqw much 
he diſcountenances Notions ſo abſurd and ir- 
rational, by advancing lately the ſame Perſon 
yet higher in the Church. And all thoſe, who 
are true Lovers of Liberty, Vertue, and the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, humbly hope and. wiſh to 
ſee Maxims of ſo popular and dangerous a 
nature, once more condemned by Regal Au- 
thority, in the Perſon of Dr. Rundle. 
The Danger to his Majeſty's Prerogative, 
riſing from the Method taken ty a certain 
e, in the Oppoſition given to Dr. Raigle's 
Pre ferment, has been already fully proved; 
ind further to corroborate the Truth thereof, 
this Author affords an ample Teſtimony. , 
Says my Author, It may probably be ask- 
© ed, Is it not more reaſonable, that this great 
© Churchman (as this Writer contemptuouſly 
and indecently calls a Reverend Prelate) 
© ſhould make a Conceſſion, on his part; 
© and that he ought to give his Couſent to Dr. 
© Rundle's being promoted to the See of Glo- 
© cefler ® To this it may be anſwered, That 


before he can be juſtified in making ſuch 


© Influence thoſe things, which are laid 
© to the Charge of Dr. Rundle have upon the 
© Clergy in general,” p. 15. Again, I am 
© fully convinced, that, were it not for the 
© great Offence it might give to many well- 
© meaning pious People, this Reverend Prelate, 
© who. is Fid to make the greateſt OppUlition 
© to the Dr.'s Promotion, would readily give 

. his 


(47) 
F ; EA to his being advanced to the See of 
oveſter.” p. n 

0 Re an Who reads this, believe the Supre · 
the Church is in his 'Majefty'? Or 
long 10 0, could the, Endeavours of ſome 
eg e >” Wh at cannot the beſt of 

Have 18 a Power, äs te prefer a 
Ping "ro 4 final Bifioprick, with6ut obtaining 
de d Fant of his” Bifhops'® And is it'a 


To: 


1 d — 
* 


Code ce. 1425 in fach"Biltiop to confent theretoꝰ 


Alas | Poor Kibg Hf Monet "muſt thus 


ſtoop to Prefacy, itjs tutte for the Prints and 
People to be alarined ** watch ſüch Power and 


MA bet y obſerve Which way it moves that mo 
be ke bes wider pre ef. De 
: * this 3 ſeems totally rget 
den it is his Maſt ſtyl Rig Who We p v 
cant Sees, 55 th diy en hi has 
could, from any th WR) 800er Nhe herein, not 
the teaft 970 57 being” raking 1 55 Pahitehis Ma- 

ky, might t after 3101 please to de in this 
A ir y vet it muſt be confeſſed, he harch'in ſome 
other parts of hig Pamphlet allowed the Laity 
to takè part with dhe cler in making Biſhops, 
His Words are, at © would not have this 
matter We by the Clergy alone; 1 
think it ouglit lixx wife to be confideted, how 
the Lzity may approve. of Dr. Rahdhe's being 

Wa a 34855 Ns muſt Jes the them 


S in any, 'w wh hath the ere regard 
for the juft and Legal Prerogatives of the 
Trewn, to let it eſcape, without Obſervation, or 
rather a ſeaſonable Animadverſion. For 


(43) 


For my own part, I always thought, the 
King was alone to determine, the Affaip of Dr. 


1 7 


ale, Prom oriog, without the Coe of bis 
Biſhaps and CJerey,, or. the, Approbation, of the 


Laity. Tb reprelent the Caſe other ie, muſt 
certainly tend greatly to debaſe his 1 

Prerogative. At this rate we may ſogqn expect 
to hear it aſſerted, that the King ought to con- 


ſult with his Conyocation, and Parliament, as to 


whom they ſhall think proper and fit Perſons, 
to be made Biſhops. Some are clipping his 
Majeſty's Power in military. Affairs; others in 
Matters Eccleſiaſtical. | Should either, or bot li 


ſuch Enemies to our Conſtitution ſucceed in 
their Attempts, the King of Great Britain 
would have little age 9. the Name and 
Title of King. And then farewel Monarchy, 
Liberty, and the beſt Conſtitution in the Uni- 
% . Es ̃ß . 
Again, ſays my Author, the Clergy and 
Laity may be offended at Dr. A u¹mĩwdles Promoti- 
on. Permit me to ask. Offended with whom, 2 
With Dr. Rundle it cannot be; for who can be 
offended at him, for accepting chat his Soves 
reign is pleaſed. to give him? If then they. 
are offended with any one, it mult, be with 
Majeſty it ſelf; which to affirm, is no leſy in- 


ſolent and audacious, than it tends to Sedition 
to have it ſo much as infinuated.. +... ...:. 
There is only one Paragraph more, which 
to me ſeems needful to be conſidered Says he, 
I verily believe it to be certainly true, that 
* the Proof of thoſe things laid to the Charge 
of Dr. Rundle, ſhould not 5 ſo clear and 
* ſtrong as to convince Men of true Judgment; 
yet it may be of fatal Conſequence, that a 
"YORI: 6 2 Perlen 


lajeſty's. 
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6 2 L e . ' 
Biſhop, ſhould be ſo much as fiſpected to 
3 fas been guilty of ſuch things, 00 even to 
© have them reported of him.” p. 14. 

17s, no doubt, a Misfortune to any, whether 
Clergy man or Layman, to be ſuſpected of ſuch ill 
things as he is really innocent of, or even to 
have them reported of him; but I$to any 


fatal Conſequence attending it, ſuppoſing the 


Perſon's Innocence, I can no way diſcover. 
I believe there is no Man living, but would be 
glad to tread the Stage of Life, unſuſpected of 


Evil, or the Report of any. But is that in 
the Power of any, even the beſt of Chriſtians to 


be ſecured from? All muſt know it to be im- 

ſible. Why then ſhould it be judged of fatal 
Conſequence to any, fince tis what none can 
prevent? This way of reaſoning againſt Dr. 


Rundle's Preferment would not he admitted 


true, on another Occaſion; For would this 
Author think it right, that becauſe a certain 


Prelate, is more than ſuſpected of being guilty 


of many thing: amiſs, jt ſhould be of ſuch fatal 
ſequence to him, as to anticipate his being 


farther preferred : I am perſwaded, here he 


would deny the weight of this Argument ; un- 
leſs ſome Facts were proved againſt him, and 
perhaps not then allow it neither. If ſo, 
why ſhould it be thought concluſiye againſt Dr. 
er! 

Opon the whole, I think it a very reaſonable 


Concluſion, © That every Friend to Monar- 


* chy, Liberty, and the preſent Government, 


1 


* ovght to be ſurprized at the Oppoſition raiſed 
* againſt Dr. Rundle, and to wiſh that he were 
promoted to a much better See, than Gloceſter ; 

„„ 1 © becauſe 


e perſon in that high and facred Station of 4 


or Hey 
ks 


RR,” 
Xe 


: q ITE NS” I 5 
Y 5 . * 
- n * 

F n IM 
5 9 9 e TT AE OT 5.98 r 
As TD rode ES; GEE FEY IR > ce BIR . 8 

Ut PF K 2 

ä 


(45) 
s decaufe many "Biſhops, and Numbers of o- 
6 thers, both -lergy and Laity, ' acknowledge 

© him to be a ſober, — er good natured 
Man; a Friend to the King and his Family, 
© a Friend to the 'Xdhiipiſtrarion, an Enemy to 
6 © Popery, a Friend to the ProteſtantReligion, a 
© good Chriſtian, a conſtant Churchman, and a 
* regular Con formiſt. ah 


* ,# 
þ'# 


The Exp e of 1 Town: was "ide 


lefs rais'd, 22 the advertis d Letter in the 


: + Weekly Miſcellany , in anſwer O a Pam» 


phlet, entitul'd, 7 be Reaſons alleg d againſt 
Dr. R——dle's "Promotion to 5 See of G— r, 
— continued; than, I am to think, it 
will be diſappointed in the Perlo ormance. And 


it cannot be unneceſſary, to give a few In- 
ſtances, by way of Sketch, what little ſtrength 


Reaſon and Argument is there to be 
found. | 


In Sect. z. he fay s, © No more is 5 meant, as 
© to what has been ne in Dr. R-—'s Caſe, 


© than that one, who is a Candidate for Fa- 


vor, ſhould firſt remove all reaſonable Ob- 


© jeRtiens which art raiſed againſt his being 
* duly qualified tor it ; particularly, that one 

© who ſues to be a Governor in the Church, 
© ſhould wipe off all Suſpicions * his being 


6 diſſaffected to i.” 


Auer Is every ObjeQion that has been 
raiſed againſt a Man reaſonable > Or, need 
any Man do more, to remove all reaſonable 


Odjections raiſed againſt him, where no 9 
as 


C46. . 
3 7 » 2 * 
* - 


has been legally made and proved, than what 
ou will find in Sedt.; the, 6th. of this ö Letter, 


viz. he (Dr. Rn, Iri-nd) j © affirms, that. 


Pr. R-— le avers, that he never had ſuch. 


5 Notions in; his Head or Heart, as he is char-. 
© ged with. Indeed, the Letter-writer adds, 
© But: this doth, NOT yet ;appear.” Why does. 
not the Doctor's Innocence as much, or more 
appear, from an Avermcnt of his Innocency, 
as to what he is charged with, which his Friend 
affirms; as his Guilt, from Hearſay only, un- 
ſupported with any legal Proof or Evidence, 
does appear, or muſt be ſuppoſed and believ- 
ed? I am certain which 1 the two is the 
moſt Chriſtian Principle, for a Man to e- 
ſpouſe. This alſo is a full Anſwer to his 47¹ 
Section, and to any Charge, of what nature 
ſoever, fonnded on Hearſay only, without 
other Proofs. r wt awmic2 
Under his 7th Section I obferve;” that, if 
© the two Clergymen, who (as it is ſaid) can 
© and will, if occaſion requires, bear teftimomy 
© againſt) Dr. R——, and that 7heir Zea} and 
Piety induced them to inform; how came it ſo 
very cold and languid, as to lye dormant fif- 
teen or fixteen Vears? The Length of time 
does not diſcover much Zeal, or great Picty. 


And if it was a Duty to bear Te imony on, 


the Occaſion, againſt the Dr.'s being a B— p, 
was it not equally ſo againſt all other Prefer- 
ments he has had in the Church, ſince the ſup- 
poſed Words were ſpoken? Or, were the 
Words ſuch, as for pious and judicious Chriſti- 
ans to think ſo notorious, as to incapacitate 
Dr. Rundle from being ever made à Biſhop, 


why do not the two pious and moſt Chriſtian 


(0 
9972 publiſh the Words ſuppoſed to be ſaid 
the Dr. in their on Names, thatall may 

FN ge of the -criminal nature of them? This 
worſe be a juſt and reaſonable part, and what 
oy would expect, Aid they ſuffer under the 
ice Aſperſion. "Theſe Conſiderations: plai 
evince the Malice and Wickedneſs of . 
5 ion made to this Reverend Divine. 

5 % As to the large Catalogue gi ven bf Dr. 
Runde Virturs, by the Author of the 
5 Regſons, Ke. che Letter writer attempts not to 
deny him the Character of his practiſing — 
Chriſtian Vertues ; but ſneaks away from 
"> Point fo eſſential, ke a poor Reaſoner, — 
worſe Chriſtian, to make an Objection; that 
he could not © find one ſingle Mord about Dr. 
R Orthodoxy there.” And what then? 
Why! Preite of that, his Orthodoxy dares not 
be wou bed, dut miſt be queſtioned. The Bi- 
op London, in his Four Sermons, p. 91. 
Bye Let the Members of the Church be known 
wy ©: © by the ancien Tes of 'rea} Piety and Good- 
nes, and a devour Attendance on her public 
© Worſhip : Let all who anſwer theſe Characters, 
* © accomit themſelves Members of the ſume Body, 
A and live in Unity and Godly Love Is here 
ane Mord of Faith, or of Ortbodery ? And 
what! Is not the © Biſhop orthodox,” for want 
of mentioning particularly in this place the 
Articles of Faith? This Writer, however 
fond ie may be of our Eccleſiaſt cal Conſti- 
tutioft, here pays but little Deference to one 
of e . and whom he ſeems to uritein 
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But does: not the Author of the Reg 12 
alleged, &c. — that Dr. K ie bath ſub- 
ſcribed the Articles of Religion, wherein 2 
Chriſtian Faith is particularly mentioned, ? 
And muſt neither the Doctor not his Friend 
be orthodox, unleſs he Chriſtian Faun, or 
Articles oſ Faith, are made part of eyery 
Sentenee in lebe Lou : uit in his ee 
er Aten err . 4 
Kt. 12. * e (rhe he Auchor 0 of the * 7 


- * objected.” LG 1 VAR > rtf 1 0 o 
Y Thy 3 

raiſin, "Ga this Reply. come. from any, 
hae! the Great Eccleſiaſiis! himſelf, or by his 
-Privity' or Knowledge? For who, but him- 
ſelf, could ſay, It is falſe. ; nothin bes, been 
wen up, that was at firſt objected This far- 
exinces the Truth 1 * has been be- 
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Kd. 44. He fays,. * That it is "OR and 

© 10, Kander, that there is znot an Infact, 
* Dei, or Medern., Free-thinker, in the King- 
C * dom Wenn not ae for his ee 
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1 if lo,, 8 Lite „e Tub, and 10 
Sm, that thoſe ſeveral gat have more 
Humanity and moral Vertue, in wiſhing a 
Man, who is unj el — may ſucceed, 
to defeat the Deſigns of "his. Enemies ; 
than the — his 4 — have of Cha- 


rity and Chriſtian Goodneſs, i in aſperfing Ec- 
| Clef ſtics 


"yy J 
cleſiaſtics.”'T'o believe the Dr. guilty of Aria- 
niſm, and "denying ſome part of Revelation, 
on Hearſay, and a general Charge, is Proof 
enough. But what his Friend athrms, in fa- 
Your. of his Innocence, and that he had no 
ſuch. Notions in his Head or Heart, muſt be 
queſtioned and disbelieved, as what doth not 
jet appear, condemning him on Hearfay, with- 
out the leaſt Evidence or Proof. And does 
not ſuch an Inſtance afford us reaſon to think, 
that in the Day of Judgment, it will be more 
tolerable, for lach human and moral unchri- 
ſtian Lay- men, than for any inhuman and un- 
. z... „„ : 

It would be tedious to obſerve more of the 
preat Charity and clear Reaſoning of this 
riter. Whoever reads his Letter, will fee, 
that all Aſſertions to make the Dr. guilty, are 
decreed ſufficient upon bare Hearſay. But 
whatever tends to clear up his Guilt, is either 
declared to be fal/e in Fact, or that it does not 
appear true. Is not this a very fair, honeſt, 
Chriſtian way of writing ? But to what a pitch 
of Eccleſiaſtic Madneſs, want of Charity and 
true Religion, will Bigotry and the ignorant 

Zeal of ſome Men tranſport them? | 
I do know, and can prove, that a certain 
Bp, had a C— n, who was accuſed, and 
by Hearſay condemned, of very immoral Pra- 
Etices ; whether guilty ec I pretend not 
to ſay. But the fame B-—p knew of his be- 
ing thus calumniated, if it was a Slander, and 
has ſince given him a very conſiderable Living 
in Town, and a ſmaller one in the Country. 
I would then deſire to know the reaſon;-why 
a B-—p may give two " * to one Mam, 
| N whe 


7 who ſuffered under ill Fame for immoral Pra- 
{| "WH ctices? More than for a Lord High Cr to 
+1008 recommend another to a B--p---k, who is re- 
1 9 ported to have ſaid about ſixteen Vears ago, 
that ſome Texts of Scripture were to be taken 
. | in a different ſenſe from the common Accep- 
1 400 tation. 'That Predeſtination, Original Sin, and 
„ Juſtification by Faith, are by Moderns believ'd 
in a Senſe different from former times, is well 
known: Alſo the Article of our Creed, as to 
Chriſt's Deſcent into Hell (if hereby is meant 
1/1508 the Place of the Damned) is not now taken in 
1 the Literal Senſe. And is it Hereſy, for any 
i one to think different in theſe Points from the 
Notions that former times had imbibed ?. Or 
ZE any inſtance of Infidelity, or. disbelieving the 
in divine Authority of the . Scriptures? Is it a 
1 Concern of more heinous nature, for a Man to 
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be ſuſpected guilty of Errors in matters of Spe- 
culation, wherein many good Men may, and 
1 do differ; than of immoral Practices, erin 
„ all agree? And is a Slander for Words ill ſaid |? 
to be ſpoken, worſe than immoral Action ſaid 
to be ated ? So that ſuppoſing each Divine 
aſperſed, why muſt ill Fame be more criminal 
' 108 and fatal to the laſt, than it was to the firſt ? 
#1028 Which is all the Uſe I intend, or would be 
. thought to make of the ſtated Caſe. The Re- 
verend Dr. meant by me, I have often heard 
preach, with much Pleaſure and Satisfaction ; 
and do heartily and ſincerely hope, that the 
Crimes irnputed to him, are only the effects of | 

a detracting, baſe and ſlaudering Tongue, and 
which it's every Man's duty to bridle in himſelf, | 
and prevent in athers, to the utmoſt of his pow 
er. r . 
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